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Guidance
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The Libra Essay Prize
An annual essay prize for all students in years 12 & 13 

looking to prepare for university.

• Pick one essay title from the options above.

• Write an essay of between 1,000 – 2,000 words.

• Submit your essay to info@libraeducation.co.uk
with your name, year group, and school.

• 1st place – £250 

• 2nd place – £100

• 3rd place – £50

file:///C:%5CUsers%5CTori%5CDocuments%5CADMISSIONS%5CESSAY%2520PRIZES%5CLIBRA%2520ESSAY%2520PRIZE%5Cinfo@libraeducation.co.uk


The How
Reviews

Submitting your Essay
The deadline for submission is the  26th June 
2020, winners will be announced the 3rd July 

2020.

All winning essays will be published on our 
website. For further questions, please contact 

info@libraeducation.co.uk

Stay up-to-date on Instagram

Feel free to follow our Instagram for:

• Essay-writing tips;
• Updates on the Libra Essay prize; and
• University Application Guidance

Follow @libraeducation

http://libraeducation.co.uk


The How
Reading

Research the topic to give an informed and considered opinion.

1. Create a Reading list
• Choose a few texts that relate to the topic(s)
• These can be a range of literature (fiction: novels, plays etc. or 

nonfiction: articles, biographies etc.)
• Don’t have to read everything, can be just a chapter
• Be realistic in your choice of what to read in the time you have

2. Engage critically with the text
• Read and reread key sections
• Take detailed notes
• Consider your own opinion in relation to the text

3.     Develop your Argument
• Begin planning using bullet points
• Identify your key points
• Order your points to create a “flowing” argument that has a 

logical sequence from point-to-point

Our Top Tip

Most people think of 
research, planning and writing 
as 3 separate and sequential 

stages.

In reality, the best essays are 
ones that inspire reflection in 
the writer – causing them to 

revisit their research or revise 
their plan.

Figure out what your opinion 
really is and why. Don’t be 
afraid to revise your plan.



The How
Reading

Structure your Essay for Purpose and Direction

The classic structure is as follows:

1. Introduction
• A paragraph summary outlining the topic of discussion for your 

essay including the main question that you intend to answer.

2. Body paragraphs 
• A paragraph detailing a single key point and analysing how it is 

relevant to your topic. 
• This should state your own critical opinion and provide evidence
• The number of body paragraphs depends on the length of the essay 

(generally x3 / x6 / x9 etc.)

3. Conclusion
• A paragraph summarising the key arguments you have discussed, 

how they answer your main question and why.

Our Top Tip

The essay structure does not 
need to be fancy - it exists to 

give the reader a sense of 
direction and purpose.

The reader should be able to 
identify the key point of each 

of your paragraphs clearly.

The reader should feel that 
you are “going somewhere” 
with your analysis – that you 

will arrive at a logical 
conclusion.



The How
Reading

Reference Any and All Evidence you Use

Referencing your evidence strengthens your argument as it demonstrates 
that other academics also adhere to your reasoning. Failure to reference 
evidence can also be viewed as plagiarism and disqualify your writing.

There are a variety of referencing styles so please check the referencing style 
used by your institution. The most commonly used referencing style in UK 
universities is the Harvard Referencing style as seen below.

Mitchell, J.A., Thomson, M. and Coyne, R.P. (2017) A guide to citation. E-
book library [online]. Available at: https://www.mendeley.com/reference-
management/reference-manager (Accessed: 10 September 2016)

The referencing example above is for an ebook. Different forms of literature 
(novels, articles, plays) all have a slightly different format required.  Check the 
format required for the reference online.

Each reference is then placed on the final page of the essay in alphabetical 
order, called the bibliography.

Our Top Tip

Update your bibliography 
with the details of your 

references as soon as you 
find them or use them in the 

essay.

This will save you time while 
writing and ensure you get 
into accurate referencing 

habits. 

Check the referencing style 
used by your institution.

https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager


Space

§ What are some of the big 
questions about “Space”?

Should we explore?

Are we running out?

Who owns it?

How much is it worth?

Land Society

§ What are some of the big 
questions about “Land”?

Is pollution the largest issue 
we face today?

Does nature have rights?

Will Climate Change alter 
the lives of future 
generations?

§ What are some of the big 
questions about “Society”?

Does technology bring us 
together or apart?

What does homelessness 
imply of our society?

Do you identify yourself by 
your beliefs or your 
background?



Essay Examples
English

• What stands out to you?

• What do you like about this 
example?



Essay Examples
Biology

• What stands out to you?

• What do you like about this 
example?


